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Mission Statement 

The Episcopal Church of St. John-in-the-Wilderness is a 

welcoming, inclusive Christian community. We joyfully worship 

God in Christ Jesus with heart, mind and spirit and share the 

Good News of God’s love and saving grace. 

 

Our ministry is established by God in Baptism and is nurtured 

continually through the Eucharist. 

 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, 

we continue Christ’s work in the world. 

John the Baptist said, “I am the voice of one crying in the 

wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the 

prophet Isaiah said.” 

(John 1:23) 

 

Priest: Rev. Eric Brechner 
Deacon: 
  The Rev. Martha Dooley 
Organist & Choir Director: 
  Susan Arnold 
Sr. Warden: Lu Ann Watson 
Jr. Warden: David Reilly 
Office Manager: Ruth Kearney 
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2007-2009 
  Patricia Hayden 
  Christine Botto 
  Tammy Moffett 
2008-2010 
  Joe Janney 
  Virgil Johnson 
  Lelesi Samuel 

2009-2011 
 Al Kohlmyer 
 Marilyn Pereira 
 April Mae Rugletic 

Treasurer: Margaret Cavanaugh 
 
ñCrierò Editor: 
  April Mae Rugletic 
ECW Co-Chairs: 
  Chris Botto & Susan Cavanaugh 
ECW Treasurer: 
  Pat Hayden 
Altar Guild President: 
  Dorothy Mueller 
Church School Superintendent: 

  Cathy Brackin 
Outreach: Dcn. Marty Dooley 
Christian Cupboard: 
  Dcn. Marty Dooley 
  Bev Owens 
  April Mae Rugletic  

   Sexton: Mary Moffett 
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For all Creatures, great and small ~ 

Feast of Saint Fran cis 
Holy Eucharist and  

Blessing of Animals 

when: 

Sunday, October 4 @ 9:30 a.m. 

where:  

St. John -in-the-Wilderness Church  

77 Hilliards Road, Gibbsboro  

856-783-8480 

Bring along your animal friends ï 
ALL species welcome to join in the fun! 

 
+ + + + + 

 

Stewardship ~ Giving of Ourselves 
 

As we move into fall, we consider the 
stewardship of ourselves and our goods, all that 
we have and are, and how we may make a 
thank-response to God for what we have been 
given. Some thoughts on three ways we may 
give of ourselves here at St. Johnôs. 
 

Attend!  A parish church is only as strong 
as its fellowship. 

The Body of Christ is 
weakened when its members 
do not come together. The 
parish is strengthened as 
members join to share the 
Eucharist each Sunday and 
share fellowship with each 
other and God.  Kidsô 
Connection is strengthened 
and children come to know 
Christ as their parents bring 
them to church.   

If you have been away for a while, there is 
no time like the present to begin coming 
back.  Attendance requires a sacrifice of 
time, and this is a gift to the Christ. 
 

(ñStewardshipò continued next column > >) 

 
 

 

Pledge!  The parish church exists in a real 
world of bills that must be paid. 

Members who attend frequently and 
those who attend infrequently all expect 
St. Johnôs to be there when they need.  
St. Johnôs depends on your pledge to 
meet its yearly financial obligations and 
remain open.  We ask that all who 
have any involvement with St. 
Johnôs prayerfully consider their 
responsibility for its finances.  
Pledge cards will be sent out soon.  
Pledging requires a sacrifice of 
resources, and this is a gift to the 
Christ. 

 
Use Talents!  We all have skills that we 
can give to help build up St. Johnôs. 

Involvement in ECW, as a lector, on 
Vestry, helping with Outreach, or 
working on our buildings and grounds ï 
there are many ways in which people 
may volunteer to help grow our parish.  
The cover of our monthly newsletter, 
The Crier, lists our many organizations 
and those you may contact if you have 
an interest in serving. Active 
involvement requires a sacrifice of 
talent, and this is a gift to the Christ. 

 

+ + + + + 
 

A ñDownstairsò Ministry of Presence 
 

We would like to initiate a 
Ministry of Presence downstairs 
during the 9:30 a.m. Eucharist.  
If a child or young person wishes 
to leave the service upstairs and 
spend time playing or talking with 
friends downstairs, we need an 
adult presence on hand.  

Lelesi Samuel has already volunteered to offer 
one Sunday a month to be available.  We are 
looking for at least 5 or 6 other adults to 
form a ñpool,ò so one is doing this about once 
every six weeks.  At Communion time those 
downstairs will be notified so they may receive 
the Sacrament with the rest of the church 
family. 

If you would be willing to help with this 
ministry on a rotating basis, please let Father 
Eric know. 
 

+ + + + + 
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Kidsô Connection ~ 
 

Kids' Connection will kick off the 
year on Sunday, October 
4th.  Our teaching team met and 
planned out the first two rotations. 

We will start off with the story of Jonah.  We 
will explore the story through crafts, cooking 
and puppetry.  

Next we will study the 23rd Psalm.  We'll 
have more news later about our plans for the 
Advent rotation.   
        Cathy  B. 
 

+ + + + + 
 

Bible Study ~  

Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m. 

  We are studying several of 
Paulôs epistles over the weeks that follow. The 
first we are considering is First Thessalonians, 
generally considered to be the earliest of Paulôs 
letters that we have. 

Bible Study is always open to everyone, 
whether one has been a ñregularò or not.  It is 
never too late to get started! 
 

+ + + + + 
 

Our Annual Basket 
Saturday, October 24th 

Mark your calendars now! 
 

 

 

Our annual Basket Auction is set for 
Saturday, October 24

th
, at the Gibbsboro Fire 

Hall.  Not only is it an evening of fellowship and 
fun, but it is also the major fundraiser for our 
parish. If you would like to help with the 
planning and preparation of this yearôs auction, 
please contact Margaret Cavanaugh. 

In addition to the multitude of baskets up 
for auction, chances will be offered on some 
high-end items.  We will keep you posted on 
the early sale of tickets when they become 
available. 

As always, we call upon all of our 
parishioners for help as we prepare for the 
Basket Auction:  we need completed baskets 
(or items that may be put in baskets ï if you 
donôt want to wrap a basket yourself, just bring 
some items in and members of the committee 
will put together the basket for you!).  Gift cards 
and certificates are also most welcome. 

(ñAuctionò cont. next column > >) 

As in former years, we are asking that all 
donated items be NEW (not even slightly 
used), and gift baskets and gift cards have a 
minimum value of $25.00. 

Thank you for all the support this parish 
always gives.  May this yearôs auction be grand 
and fun! 
 

+ + + + + 
 

Looking to November: 

Feast of All Saints         November 1st 

All Saints is one of the four major 
feast days of the church year, and 
this year it falls on a Sunday. The 
Holy Eucharist will be celebrated 
at both 8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 

The 9:30 service will be a festal 
commemoration of All Saints and All the 
Faithful Departed, and will culminate in the 
Memorial Garden, as is our custom. 
 

+ + + + + 
 

Ham Dinner ~  
 November 14th 
 

The Annual Ham Dinner will be Saturday, 
November 14, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Menu: 

Adulté($9.00) 
Ham, scalloped potatoes, green beans, 
cole slaw, applesauce, cake, beverage 

Childé($2.50) 
Hot Dog, Mac & Cheese, cake, beverage 

Tickets will be available in advance through 
October and November at Church, or on the 
day, at the door. 

If you would like to help with the dinner, or 
donate food and supplies for the dinner, please 
contact Joe Janney. 

 
+ + + + + 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

OUTREACH NEWS:  
 PAPER PRODUCTS/TOILETRIES 

      DISTRIBUTION MINISTRY 
 
Let us continue our Outreach Needéwe are requesting that any and all in the parish bring 
donations of non-perishable food items:  peanut butter, cereal, tuna fish, microwave dinners, pasta & 
sauce, etc. This will give us our head-start for preparing our Thanksgiving boxes for those in need in 
our community. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Below, you will find items needed for purchase to bring to church on the next OUTREACH 
Ingathering held on WELCOME BACK Sunday, September 13

th
.  How appropriate! 

 
 The second Sunday of each month is designated for the collection of paper products and toiletries, 
and the third Saturday of the month is the day of distribution of these items. The next ingathering 
will be on the day of Sunday, October 11

th
, and distribution will be Saturday, October 17

th
. 

   

 Baby Supplies  ( ALL items need replenishing ) 

Disposable Diapers: Sizes 1 & 2 and especially Sizes 3, 4, 5; Pull-ups Training Pants 
Baby Wipes, Baby Wash, Shampoo, Lotion and Powder 

Other  ( ALL items need replenishing ) 

~ Liquid Dish Soap ~ Liquid Laundry Detergent ~ Toilet Paper ~ Paper Towels ~ 
~ Tissues ~ Napkins ~ Shaving Cream & Razors ~ Toothbrushes w/covers ~ 

~ Toothpaste ~ Bath/Bar Soap ~ Deodorant (Unisex) ~ Shampoo ~  
~ Feminine Hygiene Products ~ 

  
$  $  $  Monetary Donations are also greatly appreciated.  $  $  $ 

 If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Marty. 
 
 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + 
 

        

All Hallowôs Eve ~ Mike Nichols 

ñPerhaps the most famous icon of the holiday is the jack-o-lantern.  Various 
authorities attribute it to either Scottish or Irish origin.  However, it seems clear that it 
was used as a lantern by people who traveled the road this night, the scary face to 
frighten away spirits or faeries who might otherwise lead one astray.  Set on porches 
and in windows, they cast the same spell of represent the remnants of a Pagan 
'baptism' rite called a 'seining', according to some writers. 

The water-filled tub is a latter-day Cauldron of Regeneration, into which the novice's head is 
immersed.  The fact that the participant in this folk game was usually blindfolded with 
protection over the household.  (The American pumpkin seems to have forever superseded the 
European gourd as the jack-o-lantern of choice.)  Bobbing for apples may well hands tied behind 
the back also puts one in mind of a traditional Craft initiation ceremony." 

http://www.egreenway.com/months 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + 

 

October Calendar 

See below 
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(Wonôt you help 
ñFill óer upò?) 

 

http://www.egreenway.com/months


October 2009 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 
 

   
 

1 
 

 
2 
 

3 
 

 

   
 
 

   
 

4  Saint Francis 5 6 7 8 9 10 
8 AM ~ 

Holy Eucharist 

9:30 AM ~ 
Eucharist & 

Animal Blessing 

10:45 AM ~ 
Coffee Hour & 
Kidsô Connection 

11:30 AM ~ 
ECW Meeting 

   
7:30 AM ~  

Holy Eucharist 

6 PM ~ 
Bible Study 

 

 

 
9:30 AM ~ 

Holy Eucharist & 
Healing 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

8 AM ~ 
Morning Prayer 

9:30 AM ~ 
Holy Eucharist & 

OUTREACH 
Ingathering  

10:45 AM ~ 
Coffee Hour & 
Kidsô Connection 

 

     
 

10 AM ~ 
OUTREACH 
Distribution 

 

 
(Wonôt you help 
ñFill óer upò?) 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
8 AM ~ 

Morning Prayer 

9:30 AM ~ 
Holy Eucharist 

10:45 AM ~ 
Coffee Hour & 
Kidsô Connection 

11 AM ~ 
VESTRY Meeting 

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
6:00 PM ~ 

ANNUAL Basket 
Auction 

(Gibbsboro Fire 
Hall) 

 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
8 & 9:30 AM ~ 
Holy Eucharist 

1045 AM ~ 
Coffee Hour & 
Kidsô Connection 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

7:30 AM ~  
Holy Eucharist 

6 PM ~ 
Bible Study 

 

 

9:30 AM ~ 
Holy Eucharist & 

Healing 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

ñCanôt explain, thereôs something 
strange about the early Falléitôs a 
comfort leaving me without a care.ò 

~ Clint Black ~ 


